AT DHUFAR

original Army of Occupation and remained ever since.
'Abud bin 3Isa was a Nejdi, a fine old veteran with brown
flashing eyes, a heavy jowl and large ears that showed he
was no South Arabian. Like many of his kind, to Omanis
known as ahl al gharb (people of the west), he had left
his native country as a boy to come and take service in
the army of the Muscat Ruler, lured thither by the attrac-
tions of the pay - three dollars a month to a Badu of Inner
Arabia was in those days a glittering reward. And this
mercenary army was a pillar of strength to the Ruler of
a country riven by rival claimants to the throne; it was not
merely of good fighting stock, but of unswerving allegiance
because unaffected by local loyalties.

Eighteen of these Nejdis arrived with the Wali Sulaiman
to occupy Dhufar. It was a small force, but it enabled a
start to be made, and before the arrival of the Omani
garrison of a hundred askaris, Sulaiman had taken in hand
the building of a fort-prison at Salala on the Omani model,
impressing slave and dha'af1 labour for his purpose.

But the vigour of his activities, to which had been added
the collection of taxes, was not to tribal liking and dis-
contented murmurings soon arose from among the Qara.
A man of less resolution would have been intimidated,
Sulaiman was not to be deflected; his acts knew no modera-
tion, he behaved arbitrarily. Now came a challenge. One
of his soldiers was ambushed and murdered at Hamran,
where a picket had been placed over the water. But even

1 Dha*af. Dhufar has a caste system below the noble rank of tribesman.
Thus there are the Bahara and Dhcfaf as well as the slave community.
The Dhrfaf (literally, Sveak,' though the connotation corresponds with the
Balyaslra of Oman) are a degree above the Bahara in the scale, in that their
women do not appear in public. Also only the Bahara and slaves fish.
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